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Imagining Luke-Acts in
Roman Britain :

Through the Eyes of the People of the VR TR
Bloomberg Tablets, the Vindolanda Tablets, i
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Richard Cleaves

The discovery of handwritten documents dating to New Testament times is a
rare event. Three such exciting discoveries have recently been made in Britain.
In the Bloomberg tablets (2016) we meet some of the Apostle Paul’s contempo-
raries as they arranged loans and drew up contracts. In the professional and

personal correspondence of the Vindolanda tablets (1983-2019) we get to
know the women and men of a frontier fort. In the prayer requests of the Uley
tablets (2024) we meet people from a rural community who turned to their
local temple in times of trouble. Telling the story of the discovery of those
three sets of tablets, this book introduces us to the kind of people who appear
in Luke-Acts and who were its first readers. We are invited to imagine how
people such as these—merchants and traders; centurions and women of
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standing; ordinary farmers—might have understood Luke-Acts had they RICHARD CLEAVES, aMinister of
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“This book offers a stimulating and original way to explore the Roman world of Luke-Acts by way of recent archaeological finds in Roman Britain. Here the
military community of Vindolanda, the traders and financiers of Roman London, and the rural community which produced the curse tablets of Uley—all
brought to life by a disciplined archaeological imagination—provide windows into the lives and loves of Luke’s characters and original readers.”
—Loveday Alexander, Emeritus Professor of Biblical Studies, University of Sheffield

“In this remarkable book, Richard Cleaves shows—more clearly than anyone has before—the broad interconnections and parallels between the literacies of

Roman Britain and those of the contemporaneous eastern Mediterranean. More than this, he maps the shared concerns, interests, anxieties, and habits that

allow us to imagine the common ground across which religious communication and mutual understanding must have taken place in the first centuries AD”
—Greg Woolf, Leon Levy Director of the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, New York University
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